COOL@]I’UQ}[ TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
March 2020

Members and Friends.

This is my first message as your new President of the Coolbaugh Township Historical Association. I'm
honared to be a part of this organization in preserving. interpreting and enconraging commumity inferest in onr
unique township history to ensure that present and future generations can share in and understand their rich
heritage.

Although many of you know me, let me introduce myself. I've lived in Coolbaugh Township all my life and |
retired from the National Park Service at the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area. My family
organizes the Annual Tobyhanna Millpond #1 Ice Harvest that my Dad had initiated for the Coolbaugh
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more about the ice industry and met many local folks who worked in, or had connections with, this interesting
facet of Coolbaugh Township history. 1am a fourth-generation ice harvester, as my Great Grandfather, Lorenz
Gloggler. who came to the United States from Germany in 1883, had worked for the Mountain Ice Company at
North Jersey Lake (now Gouldsboro State Park) in the early 1900s. I also have a keen interest in the history of
the former Tobyhanna Military Reservation. [ became intrigued with century-old maps of the area and while in
the woods hunting game I'd often find myself searching more for remnants of the past.

There is a lot going on at Coolbaugh Township Historical Association and the Wills Mansion: Our Christmas
Celebration and the special “family™ tree at the Wills Mansion were again a great success, thanks to all who
participated and/or made a donation for an ornament or window candle. On December 7. we placed wreathes
at the 3 cemeteries in the Township and at the Veterans Memorial at the Wills Mansion in honor of those who
served. CTHA participated in a Local History Fair in November sponsored by the Monroe County Historical
Association and Northampton Community College. We are making good progress on our endeavor to put the
Wills Mansion on the National Register ot Historic Places. 1he Annual Art Show 1s planned for August, so
start preparing your artwork to enter in the show. We are planning to ramp up our Historical Programs this
summer, and we’ll get the word out when details are finalized.

Two issues affecting our local history that we are following:

The Silk Mill located on Mill Street is being dismantled. The building is in a state of severe
deterioration and the owners contracted to have it removed. We can take some comfort in the fact that
the lumber, which was probably milled at the nearby sawmill on Millpond #1, will be salvaged for
reuse. Also, the gentleman who is doing the disassembly of the silk mill, Mr. Scott Fabacher, found
some spools of silk and turned them over to the Historical Association. If anyone has any pictures of
the silk mill, or any information about the mill, please let us know. as we are putting together a brief
history and display about this local landmark.



The Diocese of Scranton published a legal notice in the Pocono Record to disinter the remains of Annie
Wills and other family members from the crypt in Saint Ann’s Church. We filed an objection to this
action, since our Wills Mansion was built by Annie Wills, and the tact that her remains are interred in
the church here in the Township is a vital part of the Annie Wills Story. The letter we sent is in this
newsletter.

The ice harvest on Tobyhanna Millpond #1 planned for January 25", did not happen. ~Although we had 5
inches of ice. and we were prepared for a limited harvest, the ice harvesters remained huddled in the boxcar due
to snow, sleet, and rain all day. It would have been a rough year for the ice harvest industry a century ago, as
the ice never got thicker than 5 inches all winter.

Due to Coronavirus concerns. the Wills Mansion will be closed to visitors until further notice. Once we start to
come out of this temporary setback. we will be scheduling our Annual Luncheon at the Fork Street Bistro &
Bakery in Mount Pocono. Stay healthy.

Bill Leonard Jr.
President
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The Annual Board of Directors Meeting was held on January 13, 2020 (Sunday) — at 2p.m.
The following officers were elected:

President: Bill Leonard
Vice President: Donna 'Kay' Kinsley
Secretary: Phyllis Williams
Treasurer: Neil Fritz.
Board members:

Mary M. Barlieb

Ruth Rarick

T. Brian Heverin

Kathy Winowich.
Emeritus:

Francis R. Regan

Howard Dickinson
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COOLBAUGH TOWNSHIP

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
5590 Municipal Drive Phone: (570)894-4207
P O Box 244 ctha@ptd.net

Tobyhanna, PA 18466

March 23, 2020

Monroe County Orphans’ Court
George J. Warden

Monroe County Courthouse
610 Monroe Street
Stroudsburg, PA 18360

Dear Mr. Warden,

With reference to the Public Notice to Disinter Remains of Annie E Wills, Robert G Wills, Joseph Jas. Wills,
and Joseph C. Coroner that appeared in the Pocono Record on Feb 20, 2020, the Coolbaugh Township
Historical Associations hereby files an objection to the action to disinter.

The Coolbaugh Township Historical Association is a nonprofit organization representing Coolbaugh Township
residents, committed to the preservation of township history and that of its residents and the surrounding area
and the operation of the Wills Mansion Museum showing every-day local history.

The Wills Mansion, in which the Coolbaugh Township Historical Association resides, and uses as a museum,
was built in 1927 by Mrs. Annie Coroner Wills. Mrs. Wills is nationally recognized for her philanthropic and
charitable deeds and she was extremely generous to the Catholic Church. She was a founding member of St.
Joseph’s Foundling Home in Scranton (now known as St. Joseph’s Center), she bequeathed a collection of
works of art to Marywood College. was the chief benefactor for the construction of St. Ann’s Church in
Tobyhanna, and she was recognized by Pope Pius as a “Countess of the Roman Catholic Church™ in 1928.
The story of Annie Wills is an important aspect of our local history and the fact that her remains are
permanently interred in the crypt/mausoleum of the Church of Saint Ann in Coolbaugh Township is a major
component of our local history.

In addition to the cultural aspect of this issue, we believe there are legal aspects that must be addressed. In
Article Nineteenth, Section “0”, of the Will of Robert C. Wills it indicates that in the event that a mausoleum
has not been erected by Mr. Wills, he authorizes his survivor to build a mausoleum, where his body and the
body of his wife, Annie E. Wills, “will be permanently interred” See below. We believe relocating the
remains of Robert C Wills and Annie E. Wills contradicts this will. Also, we do not believe proper diligence
has been afforded to contact the descendants of the Wills family concerning the proposed action.

We request that the remains of these four individuals remain interred at the Church of Saint Ann’s in
Tobyhanna to preserve our local history and to honor the will of Mr. Robert C. Wills.

Sincerely,

William L. Leonard, Jr.
President

Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L. Bishop of Scranton
Oliver, Price & Rhodes — Attorneys at Law
Coolbaugh Township Board of Supervisors



Excerpt from the Will of Robert C. Wills:

NINETEENTH: o. In the event that a mausoleum has not been erected by me during my life-
time, then [ authorize and empower my trustees, the successors and the survivor of

them. to build a mausoleum. where my body and the body of my wite. Annie E. Wills.

will be permanently interred. such mausoleum to be built in accordance with the

desires and wishes of my wife, Annie E. Wills.

St. Ann’s Church, Tobyhanna, PA




The following window candles were [it or ornaments were hung on a special “family” tree at the Wills Mansion during the
2019 Holiday season. The money from these memorials helps to purchase holiday decorations and to defray the cost of the Holiday party.
Thank you to all who participated.

This candle is (it in:

Memory of Mark e Beverly Hay by the Rarick, Family

Memory of Ann, Fran eI Jimmy Regan By Phil < Kathy

Memory of Johin & Ellen Regan By Phil el Kathy

Memory of Ann, Fran el Jimmy Regan By Trancis

Memory of John I Ellen Regan By Francis

Memory of Audrey GrabowsKy, My Aunt By Suzie Fretz McCool
Memory of John IViola Fretz, My parents By Suzie Fretz McCool
Memory of Louis D. Lehigh By Mercedes Lehigh

Memory of Judith A. Keiper By David Keiper

Memory of David Scott Keiper By David Keiper

Memory of William John Barlieb By John I Mary Barlieb
Memory of Margaret Barflieb Urda By John <L Mary Barfieb
Memory of Women of the United States Army By John I Mary
Barlieb

Memory of Bill Flaherty by Patty Flaherty McQuade

Memory of Gert Tlaherty by Patty Flaherty McQuade

Memory of Bessie Blake by Patty Flaherty McQuade

Memory of Blake Anthony McQuade by Patty Flaherty McQuade
Memory of Mary Luvern Grumbine By the Coolbaugh Township
Historical Assoc.

Memory of Annie Wills By the Coolbaugh Township Historical Assoc.
Memory of William Barlieb By Claude & Sharon Pope

Memory of Doug Williams By Phyllis Williams

Memory of Vincetta and John Pope By Phyllis Williams

Memory of Bertha and Charles Schane By Phyllis Williams
Memory of Bob and Emily Pope By Phyllis Williams

Memory of Al and Pauline Bynum By Phyllis Williams

Memory of Karen Pope By Phyllis Williams

Memory of Brenda Blodwyn Bellon Telford By Major Anne M.
Barlieb

This ornament is in:

Honor of Zachery Heller From Jim eI Kay Kinsley

Honor of Zayden Heller From Jim < Kay Kinsley

Honor of Kinsleigh Church From Jim < Kay Kinsley
Honor of Saylor Heller From Jim I Kay Kinsley

Memory of Great Grammy Hay From Jessica . Lucas
Memory of Ann, Fran & Jimmy Regan From Phil <l Katly
Memory of John & Ellen Regan From Phil I Kathy
Memory of Ann, Fran &I Jimmy Regan From Francis
Memory of John <I’Ellen Regan From Francis

Memory of Bill Leonard, Sr. From Marilou, Bill, and Joe
Memory of Thelma Leonard From Marilou, Bill, and Joe

Memory of Nelson Saxe From the Ice Harvesters

Memory of Deceased Members of TCA From Tobyhanna Conservation
Assn.

Memory of WAll Barfieb From Major Anne M. Barlieb
Memory of Mr. McCarthy From Major Anne M. Barfieb
Memory of Sister Thomas Acquinas From Major Anne M. Barlieb
Honor of Tanya Angus From Major Anne M. Barlieb
Memory of Judith A. Keiper From David Keiper

Memory of David Scott Keiper From David Keiper

Honor of Major Anne M. Barlieb From John e Mary Barlieb
Memory of Kasey From Phyllis Pope

Memory of Evelyn Winifred Hay From the Rarick, Family
Memory of Jacob M. Cramer From Neil D. Fritz

Memory of Sarah Emily (Pope) Cramer From Neil D. Fritz
Memory of Edgar H. Fritz From Neil D. Fritz

Memory of Margaret Francis (Cramer) Fritz By Neil D. Fritz
Memory of Duchess Trom Phyllis Williams

Memory of Robert C. Pope From Phyllis Williams

Memory of Suzanne Pope From Phyllis Williams

Honor of David S. Pope From Phyllis Williams

Memory of Karen Pope Trom Marshall I Tracey Pope
Memory of Emify Pope From Marshall < Tracey Pope
Memory of Sue Pope From Marshall & Tracey Pope

Memory of Beatrice Mervine Trom Marshall < Tracey Pope



What's Happening?

TOBYHANNA MILLPOND #1 ICE HARVEST
2020 WRAP-1'P

With freezing rain, sleet. snow, and 30 mph winds on January 25, we were unable to harvest ice or even have a
demonstration of tools and equipment! We suspect that even the old timers. a century ago, would have spent
the day working inside. tending to the ice harvesting tools and equipment.

We did manage to harvest two cakes of 5™ thick ice on Friday as we were preparing for the event. Special
thanks to the folks that came by and helped in the preparations and lay-out of the field for the harvest that didn’t
happen.

Hopefully we’ll have better luck next year. Mark your calendars for January 30, 2021. We’ll send out a post
about the harvest in late 2020. Thank you for your interest in the history of the ice harvesting industry.

Sincerely.
The Tobvhanna Millpond #1 [ce Harvesters

Boxcar Refinishing

The Coolbaugh Township Historical Association co-sponsors and supports The Ice Harvesters
and the Tobyhanna Mill Pond #1 Ice Harvest. The boxcar is used to store and display ice cutting tools
for visitors to see during the ice harvest. Materials to refinish the boxcar were provided by CTHA
which included paint and new lettering. The 65 manhours to complete this project during the summer
were donated Leonard and Knecht families. The Icehouse was also refinished with 18 manhours and
materials provided by the Leonard and Knecht families.



Upcoming Events
(subject to change due to Covid-19 protocol)
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The Wills Mansion/Bicentennial Museum is currently closed.
We are hoping to reopen on Saturdays, noon to 3pm, beginning June 20" until
Labor Day Weekend.
Stop in and browse the exhibits or take a tour and learn about the history of
Coolbaugh Township.
Tours for groups can be scheduled by appointment.
Inquiries: (570) 894-4207 email: cooltownhistorical@verizon.net website: cooltownhistorical.org

Coolbaugh Township Historical Association is in the Wills Mansion, located in the
Coolbaugh Township Municipal Center on Route 611 south of the Village of Tobyhanna.

Steamtown National Historic Site Announces 2020 Rail Excursion Schedule

Saturday, May 30. /ce House Express excursion to Tobyhanna PA.
Saturday, August 29. /ce House Express excursion to Tobyhanna PA.

CTHA History Programs:
June 24 — ipm:.
July 22 (29) - 1pm:
August 26 — 1pm:

During this time that we are all asked to stay socially distanced it is a great time to work on yfur
art show entry '

August 24t thru September 15t - CTHA 22" Annual Art Show -
August 9" (Sunday): delivery of work — 12:00 — 3pm ,

\

August 14" (Friday): Artist reception — 6 — 8pm Awards presentation 7pm. \ —

Exhibition hours: :?; 7\
August 15" (Saturday): 12 -3pm. 1
August 16" (Sunday): 12 -3pm.

August 171" (Monday): 10am - noon.
August 19" (Wednesday): 10am - noon. Pastries and coffee will be served
August 22" (Saturday): 12 -3pm.
August 23 (Sunday): 12 -2pm.
August 23 (Sunday): pick up of work 2 — 4pm.
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2020 Dues are now due. If you are not sure if you have paid your dues please contact
Ruth Rarick: by phone at (570)807-8859 or email:drarick@echoes.net.

COOLBAUGH TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

5590 MUNICIPAL DRIVE
P.O. Box 244

TNADVLIARNANA DA 40420
N/ 1R UMININMy | M T WTYY

PHONE: 570-894-4207

EMAIL: cooltownhistorical@verizon.net

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

PLEASE ACCEPT MY APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE
COOLBAUGH TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. | WOULD BE
PLEASED TO HAVE MY NAME ADDED TO THE PRESENT LIST OF

MEMBERS.
MY CHOICE IS ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP,

STUDENT $2.00

INDIVIDUAL ADULT 8.00
FAMILY 10.00
PATRON (CORPORATE) 100.00

MY AREA(S) OF INTEREST ARE,

BUDGET - BOOKKEEPING = CATALOGING = AUTOMATION - MARKETING
PUBLIC RELATIONS = NEWSLETTERS = DISPLAYS = INTERIOR
DECORATION = HISTORY = ANTIQUES = LOCAL FOLKLORE = MUSEUM
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ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR MEMBERSHIP (AMOUNT )

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE EMAIL




