
This holiday season at the Wills Mansion we would like to continue the tradition of allowing you to 
have one of the window candles lit or to hang an ornament on a special “family” tree in memory or in honor of 
someone special to you.  We ask a $5.00 donation to light a candle or hang an ornament - a card will be placed 
by it for all visitors to see A memorial list will also appear in the winter newsletter.  Please fill out the form 
below and mail with a check to the Coolbaugh Township Historical Association (CTHA).  
*If you are sending a check after November 23 please call Ruth Rarick at 570-807-8859 (cell) and let her 
know so we are sure to have your donation recognized in time for the holiday party on Dec. 3. 

You may also make a holiday donation to help continue historical preservation in Coolbaugh Township.   
I would like to remember the Coolbaugh Township Historical Association this holiday season with a donation 

to help continue historical preservation in Coolbaugh Township.   
 

________________________________________________________ (your name) 
    $________   (amount enclosed) 

Your donation is greatly appreciated. 
 
I would like to light _________  (# candles) at $5 each   -   $_______  
I would like to hang _________ (# ornaments) at $5 each - $ _______ 
            $________   (total enclosed) 
 

This candle or ornament (circle one) is lit in memory or in honor (circle one) of  
 

__________________________________________________ (person’s name) by  
 

_____________________________________________________ (your name) 
 

This candle or ornament (circle one) is lit in memory or in honor (circle one) of  
 

__________________________________________________ (person’s name) by  
 

_____________________________________________________ (your name) 
 

This candle or ornament (circle one) is lit in memory or in honor (circle one) of  
 

__________________________________________________ (person’s name) by  
 

_____________________________________________________ (your name) 
 

This candle or ornament (circle one) is lit in memory or in honor (circle one) of  
 

__________________________________________________ (person’s name) by  
 

_____________________________________________________ (your name) 
 
Mail to:        COOLBAUGH TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 

 P.O. Box 244 
TOBYHANNA, PA 18466 

 



2023 dues are now due  
COOLBAUGH TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION  

5590 MUNICIPAL DRIVE  

P.O. BOX 244  

TOBYHANNA, PA 18466  

570-894-4207  

ctha@ptd.net  
 

2023 MEMBERSHIP  

APPLICATION / RENEWAL  
Please accept my application for membership in the Coolbaugh Township  

Historical Association. Please add my name to the list of active 2022 members.  

Select a membership level: 

___ STUDENT $2  
___ INDIVIDUAL ADULT $8  
___ FAMILY $10  
___ PATRON / CORPORATE $100 

May we contact you to help with any of the following? 
AREA(S) OF INTEREST:  

___ Budget ___ Bookkeeping ___ Cataloguing ___ Automation  
___ Marketing/Public Relations ___ Newsletter ___ Displays  
___ Interior Decoration ___ History ___ Antiques  
___ Local Folklore ___ Museum Attendant  
___ Anything Needed ___ General Membership  

 

ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR MEMBERSHIP - AMOUNT _______________  
 

NAME(s)_________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS________________________________________________________ 
 

CITY  _________________________________ STATE _______ ZIP _________ 
 

PHONE(s)________________________________________________________ 
 

EMAIL ______________________________________ 



 
 

 
COOLBAUGH TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 

                                                                                     November 2022 
Dear CTHA Members and Friends, 
 
We held several local history programs at the Wills Mansion this summer.   We kicked off the program in May 
with Mr. Kim Williams presenting a program entitled “Cold Gold” pertaining to the 19 lakes that were used for 
the ice industry in Monroe County.    Steamtown National Historic Site Park Historian Patrick McKnight 
presented a program demonstrating how the public can do an on-line search for historic information in the 
park's vast archives.  Monroe County Historical Association Executive Director Amy Leiser gave an 
informative and fun program on the History of Monroe County.    In August, local historian Rick Smith told the 
story about the Molly Maguires in the Pennsylvania Coal Region.    

Our Annual Dinner Program was held in October at the Tobyhanna Methodist Church, with a delicious dinner 
catered by the Fork Street Bistro.  Mr. Kim Williams presented a program entitled “The Railroad History of 
Coolbaugh Township”.    

Our planned walking tour of the Tobyhanna Icehouses #2 and #3 at the Tobyhanna State Park was cancelled 
due to the undersigned testing positive for COVID.   We will reschedule the walk in the spring.    

The Association sponsored a Community Yard Sale in August and it was a big success.   We sold many 
miscellaneous items that were not related to our local history and we also had several other vendors who set up 
tables to sell their goods and wares.     

Our Annual Art Exhibition was held in September.   We had many good entries with some depicting our local 
area and our history.     

October 15 was designated as Samantha and Jack Coolbaugh Day in Coolbaugh Township in honor of their 
wedding day.  Coolbaugh Township was founded in 1794 by Judge John Coolbaugh, and there is a possibility 
that Jack Coolbaugh is a descendant of our founding father.  We presented the newlyweds with a plaque with a 
proclamation designating the day in their honor for a happy marriage.   

We received several donations of items relating to our local history and put them on display at the Wills 
Mansion or added them to our historical archives.   We thank all who help us preserve our local history for 
generations to come.   

Members of the Association participated in the Tobyhanna Army Depot Time Capsule opening this summer.   
We put a letter in a new time capsule with our predictions for 2040.   

Steamtown National Historic Site ran two train excursions to Coolbaugh Township this year.   We gave the 
group a tour of the Millpond #1 icehouse in July and a tour of Tobyhanna in October.    

The 2023 Tobyhanna Millpond #1 Ice Harvest is planned for Saturday January 28, 2023.  This will be the 30th 
anniversary of the “modern-day” ice harvest and we hope to have good ice.  All are welcome to come help or 
watch this living history event.       

       Bill Leonard Jr.       
       President        



 
Upcoming Events 

 
 

Coolbaugh Township Historical Association cordially invites you  
to attend the Annual Christmas Celebration,  

Saturday, December 3, 2022 from 3 to 5p.m. at the Wills Mansion 
The Museum will be decorated for the holidays, there will be musical 

entertainment and refreshments. Township Holiday Tree lighting at 5p.m. 
 

    Holiday memorials and donations may be made to CTHA with the form on the reverse side of the  
    membership form included in this newsletter. 

 
 
 
Wednesday, December 7: 2pm - Wreaths for Veterans  
On Pearl Harbor Day, December 7, in 
remembrance of those who served in the Armed 
Forces, the Coolbaugh Township Historical 
Association will be placing a wreath at each of 
the three cemeteries in the township and at the 
Coolbaugh Veterans Memorial. The wreaths 
will be placed at the Saint Ann’s Cemetery, the 
Spruce Grove Cemetery, and the North-South 
Cemetery and at the Veterans Memorial in front 
of the Coolbaugh Township Municipal Center, 
5520 Municipal Drive in Tobyhanna at 2pm. 
The public is welcome and encouraged to 
attend. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sunday, January 8, 2023 – Annual Board of Directors meeting – 2p.m.  
Open to the public 
 
 
 
2023 will mark the 30th Anniversary  
for the Ice Harvest on Mill Pond #1 
Saturday, January 28, 2023– Ice Harvest on Mill Pond #1 
Ice Harvest starts at 9 a.m. on Lakeside Drive in Tobyhanna.  
The Wills Mansion will open from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  
There is no alternate date if ice cutting is not held 
in January due to weather. 
Please check Ice Harvest Hotline at  
570-894-8205 or Coolbaugh Township 
Historical Association FB page for updates 

 

  



What's Happening? 
Events: 

The Coolbaugh Township Historical Association held an Art Celebration from September 17- 25 with over 30 
entries. We would like to thank Andrea Levergood-Flaherty for making our show possible this year by serving 
as the curator and judge.  The winners were: 

Supervisors Award - Ann Shincovich - “Wiley Preserve” 
Painting - 1st - Ann Shincovich - “Wiley Preserve” • 2nd - Joseph Matorazzo - “Path Of D.W.G”; 
• 3rd - Hilda Casey - “Night Peace” • HM - Donna Kay Kinsley - “Spotting Tower.” 
Drawing - 1st - Jose Mendoza - “A Pale City on Mars” • 2nd - Jose Mendoza - “Yorktown Tabaco House” • 
3rd - Jose Mendoza - “Hidden Word Under Coffee Stains.”  
Collage - 1st - Joe Cloyd - “Always Having What We Want” •  2nd - Ann Shincovich – “Ontario Sunset”  
Photography - 1st - Kim Detrick - “Rustic Glory”; 2nd - Kim Detrick - “Down on the Dock”;  
3rd - Kim Detrick - “Fields of Sunshine” • HM - Regina Matarazzo - “Swallowtail.” 
Crafts - 1st - Mike Casey - “Rainbow Under the Lilys” • 2nd - Mary Anne Hammond - “Dahlia” • 
3rd - Mary Anne Hammond - “Jewels.” 
Student Art 7-12 - Emily Cloyd - “Rose Collage.”  

            
                         Some of our artists for 2022     Supervisors Award - “Wiley Preserve”  
         by Ann Shincovich  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
We remember CTHA member Darryl Rarick who passed away in August.   
Darryl was our ice cream churner for many summer events.   
Darryl was also instrumental in ensuring that CTHA received the  
Camp Tegawitha enlarged photos (which are currently on display in the  
Pocono Mountain Public Library community room) and camp signs when  
the Fed-Ex Supply Chain Distribution center closed.  



Donations were received from: 

James Blazys from Watertown, Conn. - Ice Plow used for cutting ice before power saws were 
invented  
  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purchases: 

           
        Summit Inn, Pocono Summit 1914 postcard                       WWI Tobyhanna Pa. Artillery Camp Cloth           
                                      "Remember Me" 

 

The Wills Mansion/Bicentennial Museum is open on Mondays, 
10am to noon.  Tours can be scheduled by appointment. 

Inquiries: 570-894-4207   email: ctha@ptd.net   website: cooltownhistorical.org  

Coolbaugh Township Historical Association is in the Wills Mansion, located in the Coolbaugh Township 
Municipal Center on Route 611 south of the Village of Tobyhanna. 

CTHA 
5590 Municipal Drive 
P.O. Box 244 
Tobyhanna, PA 18466 



Bricks are still available at the Coolbaugh Veterans Memorial.



 
COOLBAUGH TOWNSHIP 
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 244 
5590 Municipal Drive 
Tobyhanna, PA  18466 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Christmas Celebration – December 3, 2022 
and  

Ice Harvest  
information enclosed 




