
 

COOLBAUGH TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL 
ASSOCIATION 

April 2023 
 

Dear CTHA Members and Friends, 

 

Spring is here and we have a full slate of activities and events planned for 2023.  Our Annual Art 

Exhibition is moved up to May to get more student participation.  Steamtown National Historic 

Site is sponsoring two excursions to Tobyhanna this year and train riders will have an option of a 

tour of the Tobyhanna Millpond #2 Icehouse or a self-guided town tour.  We have collected a lot 

of miscellaneous items from an old household for our community yard sale in August, plus we 

expect many other yard sale vendors to participate.  We have arranged for a tour of Grey Towers 

National Historic Site in Milford in September.   Our annual dinner program in October will be 

at the  Coolbaugh Township Volunteer Fire Company hall featuring the  75th anniversary of the 

fire company.   If anyone has any photos of the early days of the fire company or the carnival, 

please let us know.  Details about these events, and more, can be found in this newsletter.   

On Pearl Harbor Day, December 7, the CTHA board joined with members of VFW Post 509 to 

place wreaths at the three Coolbaugh Township cemeteries and at the Coolbaugh Township 

Veterans Memorial in memory of our fallen veterans. 

We obtained one of the stained-glass windows from the former Saint Ann’s Church.  We had it 

framed and it will hang in front of one of the windows in the Wills Mansion as a tribute to Annie 

Wills who was the chief benefactress for the construction of the church almost 100 years ago.    

The weather did not cooperate for the annual Millpond #1 Ice Harvest in January.  The ice was 

only 1 inch thick, but we did cut one cake and demonstrated our collection of ice harvesting tools 

and equipment. Senator Rosemary M. Brown presented us with a Senate Citation 

commemorating the 30th Annual Tobyhanna Ice Harvest. A unique and special event occurred 

this year, as longtime ice harvesters Tina Marie Sterba and Ken Frye got married at the icehouse.   

The Coolbaugh Township Historical Association designated January 28, 2023 as Tina Marie and 

Ken Day and presented the newlyweds with a plaque.   

We held a walking history tour of the remnants of Tobyhanna Icehouses #2 and #3 at the 

Tobyhanna State Park on April 2.   Only portions of the foundations and some evidence of the 

former railroad spurs remain from these huge icehouses that existed a century ago at the lake 

known as Tobyhanna Lake #2.   Photos and maps of the icehouses will be posted on our website.  

 

       Bill Leonard Jr. 

       President 



CTHA Calendar of Events 2023 
 

 

 

Annual Art Exhibition – May 19- 26 

All amateur artists are invited to submit entries for the show.  Categories are Photography, Painting / Drawing, 

Crafts / 3-D, Student Art K-6, and Student Art 7-12.     First, second and, third place ribbons will be awarded in 

each category, plus a “Best of Show” award chosen by the Coolbaugh Township Supervisors for the best 

representation of Coolbaugh Township                            

 

Steamtown Excursion to Tobyhanna – Saturday July 15, arrival 12:15 pm, departure 2:15 pm 

Tour of Tobyhanna Millpond #1 Icehouse & Self-Guided Tour of Tobyhanna. 

 

Community Yard Sale - Saturday August 12 - 9am to 3pm    

In front of the Wills Mansion at 5590 Municipal Drive, Tobyhanna.   We have various items from cleaning 

out an old house, plus spaces are available to yard-sale vendors selling their wares.   

Spaces are $5.00 for 1 parking space. Please contact Mary Ellen Wood at (347)267-6440 to reserve your 

space 

 

D&H Annual Canal Festival – Saturday August 19, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

D & H Canal Park, Lock 31, 179 Texas Palmyra Highway (Rt. 6), Hawley, PA  

CTHA will have an informational booth exhibiting the historic ice industry.   

 

Tour of Grey Towers National Historic Site – Milford PA – Sunday September 10, 2:30 pm 

We will have a guided tour the home of Gifford Pinchot, founder and first Chief of the US Forest Service. 

 

Steamtown Excursion to Tobyhanna – Saturday October 7, arrival 12:15 pm, departure 2:15 pm 

Tour of Tobyhanna Millpond #1 Icehouse & Self-Guided Tour of Tobyhanna. 

 

Annual Dinner Program – Saturday October 21 3:00 pm 

Coolbaugh Township Volunteer Fire Company Hall, Laurel Drive.  Dinner catered by Fork Street Bistro.   

The program will be the 75th Anniversary of the Coolbaugh Township Volunteer Fire Company. 

If anyone has any photos of the early days of the fire company or the carnival, please contact CTHA 

so we can make copies of your items for our archives and to share with the fire company.  

 

Tentative Summer History Programs at the Wills Mansion – Dates to be announced – Please check 

our FB page “Coolbaugh Township Historical Association” or our website at cooltownhistorical.org  

-Camp Tegawitha and Lynchwood Lake Ice Company 

-Pocono Mountain Library  

-The History of Monroe County Ice Harvesting 



 

What’s Happening? 
 
Senator Rosemary M. Brown presented CTHA with a Senate Citation commemorating the 30th Annual 
Tobyhanna Ice Harvest. 
 

 
 
 

History Hike 

There was a good turnout at the Tobyhanna Icehouses #2 and #3 walk at the Tobyhanna State Park on 
April 2 in spite of the cold and windy weather. 

 
 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY YARD SALE  

We will be having a community yard sale on August 12 from 9am to 3pm (rain date August 13), spaces 

are available for yard sale vendors to participate. Spaces are $5.00 for 1 parking space. Please contact 

Mary Ellen Wood at (347)267-6440 to reserve your space. 



The following  were remembered by memorials  on our “Family Tree” and window candles.  Donations from the memorials helps to defray 
the cost of replacing Christmas decorations and the annual holiday party. 
 
Candles In Memory of : 
Judith A. Keiper From David Keiper 

David Scott Keiper From David Keiper  

Mark and Beverly Hay From the Rarick Family 

Great Grammy Hay from Jessica and Lucas 

Blake Flaherty by Patty Flaherty McQuade 

Bill & Gertrude Flaherty by the Flaherty Children 

Bessie Blake by Patty & Bill McQuade 

Catherine Flaherty by Pat & Bill McQuade 

John Barlieb From Mary Barlieb 

Vernon Rustine From his wife, Barbara Rustine 

John &  Viola Fretz, my parents From Suzie Fretz McCool 

Audrey Grabowsky, my favorite Aunt From Suzie Fretz McCool 

Kasey & Princess by Phyllis Williams 

Duchess & Harvey by Phyllis Williams 

Bob & Emily Pope by Phyllis Williams 

Al & Pauline Bynum by Phyllis Williams 

Doug Williams by Phyllis Williams 

Clancy Davis from Mary J. Kovich 

the Edwin J. Pope Family by Barbara Pope 

the Moeller Family by Barbara Pope 

the Regan Family By the Phil & Kathy 
Family  (Heverins) 
Memory of Friends  (Heverins) 

William Janos, Sr. by Tressa C. DelliSanti 

George T. DelliSanti by Tressa C. DelliSanti 

Eugene J. Certelli by Tressa C. DelliSanti 

Julia & Frank Certelli by Tressa C. DelliSanti 

Julia Grady by Kathy Grady Slagle 

John Grady by Kathy Grady Slagle 

William Grady by Kathy Grady Slagle 

Johnny Grady by Kathy Grady Slagle 

Will Barlieb by Anne Barlieb 

Pepper Barlieb by Anne Barlieb 

Sr. Thomas Aquinas by Anne Barlieb 

Brenda Bloduryn Bellon Telford by Anne Barlieb 

John Barlieb By the Coolbaugh Township Historical Assoc. 
George DelliSanti By the Coolbaugh Township Historical Assoc. 
Clancy Dennis By the Coolbaugh Township Historical Assoc. 
Veronica Frank By the Coolbaugh Township Historical Assoc. 
Neil Fritz By the Coolbaugh Township Historical Association 
Julia Grady By the Coolbaugh Township Historical Association 
Barbara Piraino By the Coolbaugh Township Historical Assoc. 
Darryl Rarick By the Coolbaugh Township Historical Assoc. 
Vernon Rustine By the Coolbaugh Township Historical Assoc. 
Francis Regan By the Coolbaugh Township Historical Assoc. 
Mary Weber By the Coolbaugh Township Historical Association 
Ruth Yobs By the Coolbaugh Township Historical Association 
Annie Wills By the Coolbaugh Township Historical Association 

 

Candles In Honor of : 

Members of CTHA from Suzie Fretz McCool 

the Women of the U.S. Army From Mary Barlieb 

Elaine & Ian Ackroyd-Kelly by Phyllis Williams 

For the People of the Ukraine by Michael and “Smitty” 
Gadomski 

Ornaments In Memory of :  

Grandpa Darryl By Jessica and Lucas 

Darryl Rarick By Ruth Rarick 

Bill Leonard, Sr. From Marilou, Bill, and Joe 
Thelma Leonard From Marilou, Bill, and Joe 

Nelson Saxe From the Ice Harvesters 

Deceased Members of TCA From Tobyhanna Conservation Assn. 

Judith A. Keiper From David Keiper 

Memory of David Scott Keiper From David Keiper 

Brianna Smith From Mary Barlieb 

William Barlieb From Mary Barlieb 

Barbara Piraino From Francis Piraino 

Louis D. Lehigh From Marcy Lehigh 

Clancy Davis from Mary J. Kovich 

Suzanne Pope by Phyllis Williams 

Karen Pope by Phyllis Williams 

the Regan Family By the Phil & Kathy 

Karen Pope From Marshall & Tracey Pope 

Emily Pope From Marshall & Tracey Pope 

Sue Pope From Marshall & Tracey Pope 

Beatrice & Robert Mervine From Marshall & Tracey Pope 

Ornaments Honor of : 

Zachery Heller From Jim & Kay Kinsley  

Zayden Heller From Jim & Kay Kinsley  

Kinsleigh Church From Jim & Kay Kinsley  

Saylor Heller From Jim & Kay Kinsley  

Brayden Heller from Jim and Kay Kinsley 

Mary Barlieb from Phyllis Williams 

Kathy Boyle from Phyllis Williams 

Robert C. Pope by Phyllis Williams 

David S. Pope by Phyllis Williams 



2023 dues are now due  

COOLBAUGH TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION  

5590 MUNICIPAL DRIVE  

P.O. BOX 244  

TOBYHANNA, PA 18466  

570-894-4207  

ctha@ptd.net  
 

2023 MEMBERSHIP  

APPLICATION / RENEWAL  

Please accept my application for membership in the Coolbaugh Township  

Historical Association. Please add my name to the list of active 2022 members.  

Select a membership level: 

___ STUDENT $2  

___ INDIVIDUAL ADULT $8  

___ FAMILY $10  

___ PATRON / CORPORATE $100 

May we contact you to help with any of the following? 

AREA(S) OF INTEREST:  

___ Budget ___ Bookkeeping ___ Cataloguing ___ Automation  

___ Marketing/Public Relations ___ Newsletter ___ Displays  

___ Interior Decoration ___ History ___ Antiques  

___ Local Folklore ___ Museum Attendant  

___ Anything Needed ___ General Membership  
 

ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR MEMBERSHIP - AMOUNT _______________  
 

NAME(s)_________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS________________________________________________________ 

 

CITY  _________________________________ STATE _______ ZIP _________ 

 

PHONE(s)________________________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL ______________________________________ 
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COOLBAUGH TOWNSHIP 

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 

P.O. Box 244 

5590 Municipal Drive 

Tobyhanna, PA  18466 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ART SHOW  

information enclosed 
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